














After several years of planning, nine 
months of construction and 20 truckloads 
of stock, the brand new Woolworths 
supermarket at Harbour Town is open. 
The approximate 3900m2 store is the 
result of a multi million dollar development 
and equivalent dollar fit-out.

Woolworths released its sustainability 
strategy in 2007 which aims to 
introduce energy efficiency measures 
to reduce their carbon footprint and 
operating costs. As a result, the new 
store incorporates several energy 
efficiency features, including carbon 
dioxide refrigeration, manual covers on 
the freezers, night blinds for the store’s 
fridges and light dimmers.

A new green waste initiative has also 
been instigated. Rather than sending 
green waste to landfill, as much as 
possible is sent to local farms and 
nurseries to use as animal feed or 
fertiliser. Woolworths are also working 

with Agribusiness Advisory Research to 
develop a program to ensure the safe 
and environmentally sustainable 
recycling of fruit and vegetable waste.

A recent visit to the facility by AAL 
also revealed a film plastic compactor 
for baling soft plastics for recycling, and 
an impressively tidy waste transfer area. 
Regularly maintained by the use of a 
vacuum blower, litter is collected in the 
loading dock, preventing it from blowing 
airside. This level of tidiness, in addition 
to a curtain drawn across the transfer 
area, also prevents birds such as gulls, 
being attracted to the area. 

Woolworths looks forward to 
showcasing these achievements with a 
tour scheduled to occur at an upcoming 
tenant environment meeting. 

...the new store 
incorporates several 
energy efficiency features...

green tick for woolworths
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The GIS system is finally up and 
running! What does this mean? 
It means that all the bird counts taken 
by the University of Adelaide over the 
airport over the past 20 years, and all 
the bird strike records, can now be 
queried to generate interactive maps 
which spatially display bird numbers 
and strikes. 

We can now perform strike analysis 
querying by date, between dates, aircraft 
operator, phase of flight, season and 
species. We can also perform bird census 
analysis by querying species per date, 
bird species between dates, total birds 
per date and total birds between dates. 

This will allow AAL to discover any 
trends or correlations between bird 
numbers/species in certain areas, so that 
informed decisions can be made as to 
how best manage bird ‘hot spots’. 

As we become more familiar with 
the new powerful tool, the flora and 
insect monitoring program and 
vegetation management data can also 
be linked to the GIS system. This will 
enable such information to be queried, 
allowing us to draw correlations between 
these factors and bird numbers within 
the aerodrome. 

gis system up and running
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Thanks to AirServices Australia, 
Adelaide residents can now see in real 
time the exact location of aircraft in flight 
around Adelaide and Parafield Airports. 
Similarly, communities around the airports 
of Perth, Melbourne, Canberra, Sydney, 
Coolangatta, Brisbane and Cairns will also 
be able to track aircraft movements.

The WebTrak website was officially 
launched in December by the Hon 
Anthony Albanese, Minister for 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government.

It’s simple to log on to the website and 
see under ‘live’ mode the height, location 
and flight path of arriving and departing 
aircraft. For security reasons, however, 
this information is on a 40 minute delay. 
Any aircraft movements within the 
previous two weeks can also be viewed 
under ‘replay’ mode.

The information is sourced from 
air traffic control radars and displays 
movements within 55 kilometres of 
the airport and up to a height of 
3,000 metres.

AirServices Australia has announced 
it will be upgrading the service in April 
to further improve the public’s access 
to this information.

WebTrak can be viewed at 
www.airservicesaustralia.com/webtrak - 
from there log in and click on the 
link to Adelaide.

Should any resident have a concern 
about aircraft noise, AirServices 
Australia can still be contacted through 
its national hotline on 1800 802 584 
(free call) or website.

new flight tracking tool
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The “hot” spots



Giant pandas, world renowned and 
globally admired icon of China, are among 
the world’s most endangered species. Once 
inhabiting the widespread bamboo forests 
of China, clearing and development has 
restricted the giant panda habitat to but 
a few central mountain ranges. It is 
estimated that the wild population is only 
1500 – 3000. China has 239 giant 
pandas in captivity, with 27 residing in 
zoos outside of China. This number is soon 
to rise to 29. 

In late 2009 giant pandas Wang Wang 
& Funi, bred in captivity at the Wolong 
Nature Reserve in China, will be taking up 
residence at the Adelaide Zoo. Wang Wang 
& Funi’s new outdoor $20 million habitat, 
currently under construction, will feature 
a refrigerated rock and a cubbing den. 
That’s right, a cubbing den! It is hoped 
that a fruitful romance will blossom 
between the two. The zoo will house the 
two pandas for 10 years as part of 
a worldwide breeding program under a 
cooperative agreement signed between 
the China Wildlife Conservation Association 
and Zoos SA. 

Building their open-air enclosure, 
feeding and caring for the pandas is a 
huge financial challenge. Adelaide Airport 

Limited has opted to support this worthy 
cause by becoming a part of ‘Pandas on 
Parade’. This is a year long event 
developed to generate funding to help 
ensure not only a great future for Wang 
Wang & Funi, but pandas in the wild and 
breeding programmes worldwide. As part 
of this event, AAL have sponsored a panda 
model, for which AAL is now ‘the keeper’. 
Our panda has been named Xiang 
(pronounced ‘Sheahng’) meaning “to circle 
in the air (like a bird).” Xiang has been 
painted by Adelaide artist Emma Hack, 
and AAL was introduced to their panda at 
a presentation event hosted at Adelaide 
Zoo on February 6th. Xiang is now ours for 
the duration of the Pandas on Parade event 
which will culminate with the arrival of 
Wang Wang and Funi at Adelaide Zoo – 
via Adelaide Airport from Beijing Airport - 
around October 2009.

There are other keepers who have 
adopted and named their decorated 
pandas. The keeper group who is the 
highest fund raiser over the entire Pandas 
on Parade event will be presented with their 
panda to keep forever. In addition they will 
win some great benefits to allow them to 
enjoy Wang Wang & Funi at Adelaide Zoo 
for the duration of their stay with us. 

And Pandas Can Fly!

Virgin Blue Engineering & 
Maintenance staff have come up with 
an environmentally friendly way of 
replacing worn out timber aircraft 
wheel chocks. Wheel chocks are used 
to secure parked aircraft when they 
are on the apron and are generally 
made of timber or plastic. Old timber 
chocks tend to wear out quickly and 
splinter therefore posing a hazard to 
ground staff. Instead of sourcing 
replacement chocks from overseas a 
number of innovative staff including 
Les Payne, Jeffrey Aquilina and Peter 
Donahoo put their heads together and 
came up with the idea of sourcing 
locally made recycled plastic chocks.

Across Australia approximately 
1,000 timber chocks are currently in 
use by the airline. An initial order of 
500 plastic chocks was placed with 
Advanced Plastic Recyclers and delivery 
is expected shortly. Over two tonnes of 
PET bottles, plastic wrap and old 
irrigation pipes will be recycled as part 
of the production of the initial 500. 
This is a great example of a solution 
that is cheaper and better for the 
environment, as well as demonstrating 
a useful product that is made from 
recycled plastics.

recycled 
wheel 
chocks
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Our panda “Xiang”


