














This year 17,000 plants were available 
for planting as part of the rehabilitation 
of the former silt ponds site adjacent to 
Patawalonga Creek on West Beach Road. 
So far approximately 12,000 of the plants 
have been planted in the expanded 
conservation zone on the eastern side 
of the creek. 

Adelaide Airport Ltd (AAL) hosted 
National Tree Day again this year at 
Patawalonga Creek on Sunday June 21. 
A total of 84 volunteers attended the day 
and helped to plant around 1,500 plants. 
The event was also well attended by 
AAL staff, who thoroughly enjoyed the 
sunshine and free BBQ. 

The sister event to this, Schools Tree 
Day, was hosted on World Environment 
Day, June 5. As so much interest was 
generated by this event, a second Tree Day 
was organised on June 18 to accommodate 
the participation of all 190 enthusiastic 

students. Schools involved included 
Annesley College, Star of the Sea School, 
Islamic College of SA and St Marys 
Memorial School. Students managed to 
get not only muddy, but approximately 
800 plants in the ground.

As word gets around about Pat Creek 
Conservation Zone, other educational 
institutions have become interested in 
participating with the site as part of their 
curricular or extra-curricular activities. 
Students from TAFE studying Conservation 
& Land Management and Brighton 
Secondary School as part of their Community 
Citizenship program spent a day on site 
learning about the pre-European landscape 
of the area and the environmental and 
ecological values at the site, followed 
by some revegetation activities. 

Building on all this effort, Conservation 
Volunteers Australia (CVA) have taken 
advantage of the continuing rain, working 

very hard over the past few months to plant 
and tree-guard the majority of the remaining 
plants to supplement the regular volunteer 
group, Friends of Patawalonga Creek. 
CVA has some corporate partnerships, 
and as such a number of corporate entities 
have been involved with revegetation 
and maintenance works at the site.

The many stakeholders involved 
with the site have but one unified aim: 
to protect and enhance a natural heritage 
area within metropolitan Adelaide to 
provide habitat for native species and 
for the education and enjoyment of the 
community of today and tomorrow.

Support for this cause can be offered 
via a number of both on-site and off-site 
activities, including fundraising, planting, 
growing, weeding and site promotion. 
If you would like to become part of this 
project, contact the Environment 
Department at AAL.

The use of alcohol and other drugs can 
have a substantial negative impact on the 
workplace. This has been demonstrated 
by studies which show that lost production 
due to harmful use of alcohol and other 
drugs is costing Australian industry in 
excess of $4.5 billion per year. In addition, 
research indicates that up to 15 per cent 
of all Australian workplace accidents may 
be associated with alcohol use and that at 
least 5 per cent of all Australian workplace 
deaths are associated with alcohol use.

On September 23, 2008, Part 99 of the 
Civil Aviation Safety Regulations (CASR) 
came into effect requiring organisations and 
individuals within the aviation industry to 

develop and implement a Drug and Alcohol 
Management Plan (DAMP) to address 
issues in relation to their potential affect 
on aviation safety. The plan must contain 
guidelines and information relating to 
education and awareness, assessment 
and treatment, testing programs and 
testing levels.

The new regulations were developed 
to mandate the following:
	 •	aviation industry participants to 

	 have in place a drug and alcohol 
	 management plan (DAMP)

	 •	empower the Civil Aviation Safety 
	 Authority (CASA) to conduct 
	 random testing on personnel who 
	 engage in safety sensitive aviation 
	 activities (SSAA). 
SSAA are those conducted in an 

aerodrome area and include but are 
not limited to the following:
	 •	flight crew activities 
	 •	cabin crew activities 
	 •	flight instructor activities 
	 •	aircraft dispatcher and load 

	 controller activities 
	 •	activities involving aircraft 

	 maintenance and repair 
	 •	aviation security activities 

	 including those involving screening 
	 •	air traffic controller activities 

	 •	baggage handling activities
	 •	ground refuelling activities 
	 •	activities conducted in an 

	 aerodrome testing area. 
Passengers who are present within 

an aerodrome are not considered to be 
conducting SSAA and therefore will not 
be subject to random testing. 

The introduction of a DAMP requires 
some personnel to become DAMP 
Supervisors. DAMP Supervisors are those 
personnel that have undertaken CASA 
training to enable them to form an opinion 
to whether a person may be adversely 
affected by a testable drug or alcohol. 
A DAMP Supervisor may authorise 
reasonable suspicion testing if he/she has 
grounds to believe that an employee or 
contractor may be adversely affected by 
alcohol or drugs whilst undertaking an SSAA. 

Adelaide Airport Ltd (AAL) has 
developed a DAMP in accordance with 
the CASR, as have other organisations 
operating at Adelaide and Parafield 
Airports. AAL’s focus is on extending it’s 
existing AOD program, providing education 
and guidance on the range of issues and 
risks relating to AOD in relation to both 
workplace safety and personal health.

For further information visit 
www.casa.gov.au/aod.
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Kitchen scraps can be turned 
into a valuable resource using the 
Bokashi Bucket.

The Bokashi Bucket is a unique 
product which ferments kitchen wastes 
(food scraps, egg shells, coffee grinds, 
tea bags and tissues) when placed into 
the bucket along with the Bokashi product.

The active ingredient in the product 
is bacteria (EM Bokashi) infused into a 
sawdust and bran mix. The presence of the 
bacteria leads to anaerobic fermentation.

Following fermentation, the contents 
of the bucket form a composted 
material which can then be added directly 
to the soil as compost adding important 
nutrients. A liquid is also produced 
from the fermentation process which 
can be drained off and added to 
soil as a fertilizer.

There are no unpleasant odours from 
the bucket and it is a great way to turn 
waste into a resource. Further information 
is available at www.bokashi.com.au. 

Waste not want not

Volunteers at the 2009 National Tree Day Coffee grounds make good compost



During 2009, an alternative product 
was sourced by Adelaide Airport Ltd to 
undertake repairs of the bitumen runways, 
taxiways and aprons.

Historically, cracks in the bitumen were 
repaired using a solvent based product. 
Solvents emit volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs) which have the potential to be 
harmful to humans and pollute the air.

By changing to a non-solvent based

product, the risks to the environment, 
and the health and safety of the operator, 
are greatly reduced. Used containers 
can also be cleaned with water rather 
than kerosene, which also reduces 
waste products. 

Crack patching on runways, taxiways 
and aprons is undertaken to maintain 
airport assets and prolong the lifespan 
of the bitumen by sealing small cracks

and preventing water penetrating to 
the lower surface. This is vital for 
aviation safety to ensure that cracks 
do not get larger and pose a hazard 
to aircraft.

A local company is behind the 
development of this bitumen crack sealing 
product, Gripset B26, therefore AAL is 
also contributing to the local economy. 

Go to www.gripset.com to find out more.

Environmentally Friendly Apron Repairs 

If you go down to Adelaide Zoo in 
December, you’re in for a big surprise.

Actually, given the extraordinary level 
of interest in the imminent arrival of the 
zoo’s new pandas, Wang Wang and Funi, 
it would be all but impossible for anyone 
to be surprised by the pandas’ appearance 
in their new purpose built enclosure just 
before Christmas.

Adelaide Airport is doing its bit to 
promote Wang Wang and Funi’s arrival, 
having been selected by the Adelaide Zoo 
as one of 12 Pandas on Parade Keepers.

Each keeper has adopted a life size 
fibreglass panda to assist with promotional 
and fund raising activities ahead of the 
arrival of the real thing.

You may have already spotted Adelaide 
Airport’s own panda, Xiang, who has been 
seen in various locations around T1 in 
recent months.

Adelaide Airport is also the arrival point 
for Wang Wang and Funi when they fly 
in from Beijing en route to Adelaide Zoo.

There is of course a very important 
reason why Adelaide Airport has chosen 
to support Pandas on Parade. Giant pandas 
are among the world’s most endangered 
species with the wild population estimated 
at only 1500-3000. China has 239 giant 
pandas in captivity, with 27 currently 
residing in zoos outside of China.

Adelaide will be the only zoo in 
the southern hemisphere to house 
the giant pandas.

Adelaide Zoo staff have already travelled 
to China gaining a better understanding 
of pandas and prepare for their Adelaide 
arrival. To find out more, go to the Zoos 
SA website at www.zoossa.com.au.

Panda preservation no picnic

Adelaide airport 
official panda keeper


